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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Fellow Rotarians, welcome to the tenth week of the 117th year of 
Rotary Interna�onal and the 60th day of the 2022-2023 Rotary year, 
which falls in the Month of September. A month designated as "Basic 

Educa�on and Literacy Month". Last week marked the end of the 
Membership and New Club Development Month. 

Our Board mee�ng on Tuesday, 30th August, was exci�ng as vital decisions 
were taken. Par�cularly, the board advised a need for a Membership audit 
for all good reasons. The Award winning RYLA team was applauded. On 31st 
August  we hosted some guests to a light dinner in our tradi�onal 

Membership Development tool, known as, "Club in Club" event. 

42 guests were invited, 11 a�ended in-person, others called in to reschedule due to various reasons. 
The Membership Commi�ee Chair has started his follow up on the contacts. Thanks to the IPDG Rtn. 
Remi Bello fca and our AG, Rtn. Prof Wasiu Babalola for gracing the occasion. Also, thanks to the 
vibrant guest speaker, Rtn. Arinze Chima, for the talk. 49 of our members were in a�endance, 
including our 4 PDGS. 

Thanks also to all members that submi�ed names of guests. You made it possible. The CnC event was 
combined with our evening with our spouses, called 'Spouses Nite'. A night we set out to dine and 
wine with our spouses. All August birthday and wedding celebrants were feted. Congratula�ons to 
you all.

The news of the approval of the Global Grant aided Eye Hospital and the WASH projects came to us 
last week too. All necessary requirements, co-contributors and commi�ees are being put together to 
actualize the purposes of the projects. This week is the week of the Rotary Ins�tute in Abidjan. Safe 
trip to all who have gone to a�end. 

At home here, it will be our Business mee�ng on Wed, 7th. The chair of Membership Development 
will be giving us a summary of the CnC programme and his commi�ee's projec�ons to achieving the 
target. The President Elect will also be briefing the house on our readiness for 25th September, 
President's inves�ture, while the Chair of Service Projects will talk on the projects in the month of 
September.

"Educa�on is the most powerful weapon which we can use to change the world"- Nelson Mandela.
It's Basic Educa�on and Literacy Month. Let's contribute to educa�on. 

Yours in Service. 
IMP.

Alozie Nsirimobi
President 2022-2023
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MEMBERS CLASSIFICATION 
GROUP C TAX CONSULTANCY

ADEDAYO, Adesina, Isaac   
Tax Professional

ADEWOYIN, Adedotun, Olajire  
Audit Consultancy

AJONIBADI, Bankole Kayode   
Tax management

OLANIYONU, Adeyemi Nosiru   
Accounting Services

OLUYEMI, Mosunmade Kikelomo  
Finance/ Accounting

OROHUNDUSI, Augustine   
Tax and Auditing

KOIKU, Adeshina Ayinde   
Forensic Accounting Service

OSHO, Oluwanisola    
Risk Management

CELEBS OF THE WEEK

YAKUBU, Anawiyat 11th
FARINU, Adewole Olabanji 

(Adetunji) 9th. TAIWO, Oladipo 11th

2

OTUNSANYA, Oladele    
Telecommunication Services

OSUNRINDE, Seyi    
Tax Practitioner

Wedding AnniversarySpouse BirthdayBirthday



EDITOR'S CORNER

IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Fellow Rotarians, we are welcome 
to week 10 of the Imagina�ve 
Rotary Year. It is the beginning of 

Educa�on and Literacy month which the 
month September represents in the 
Rotary Interna�onal calendar and I trust 
we are bracing to making the best of it at 
the Rotary Club of Gbagada.

More than 775 million people over the 
age of 15 are illiterate. That’s 17 percent 
of the world’s adult popula�on. 
 Goal of Rotary Interna�onal is to 
strengthen the capacity of communi�es 
to support basic educa�on and literacy, 
reduce gender disparity in educa�on, 
and increase adult literacy. Rotary is 
passionate to support educa�on for all 

children and literacy for children and adults.

Also, UNESCO has been at the forefront of global literacy efforts since 1946, 
advancing the vision of a literate world for all. It views acquiring and improving 
literacy skills throughout life as an intrinsic part of the right to educa�on.

The “mul�plier effect” of literacy empowers people, enables them to par�cipate fully 
in society and contributes to improve livelihoods.

Literacy is also a driver for sustainable development in that it enables greater 
par�cipa�on in the labour market; improved child and family health and nutri�on; 
reduces poverty and expands life opportuni�es,

Beyond its conven�onal concept as a set of reading, wri�ng and coun�ng skills, 
literacy is now understood as a means of iden�fica�on, understanding, interpreta�on, 
crea�on, and communica�on in an increasingly digital, text-mediated, informa�on-
rich and fast-changing world.

Globally, however, at least 773 million youth and adults s�ll cannot read and write 
and 250 million children are failing to acquire basic literacy skills. This results in an 
exclusion of low-literate and low-skilled youth and adults from full par�cipa�on in 
their communi�es and socie�es.

To advance literacy as an integral part of lifelong learning and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, UNESCO takes the following approaches to promote 
literacy worldwide, with an emphasis on youth and adults.

*Building strong founda�ons through early childhood care and educa�on
*Providing quality basic educa�on for all children
*Scaling-up func�onal literacy levels for youth and adults who lack basic literacy skills
*Developing literate environments

In this edi�on, the usual menu are served for our enjoyment, refreshment and 
learning purposes. 

Lets enjoy it together.
 
Yours in Rotary
Wale JUNAID

September 7th Club Greeters
- Adeoba, Babatunde
- Chikwendu, Erica
- Olawoyin, Tosin
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Recently, Nick and I spent �me in Guatemala, where we met wonderful fellow 
Rotary members and families who unofficially adopted me as “Tía Jennifer.” On 
the third day, a�er visi�ng Patzún in the mountainous western highlands, we set 
out for Lake A�tlán, which we needed to reach by nigh�all. If we took a back 
road we could get there faster. Locals told us it had just been repaved and 
assured us, “You’ll have no problem.”

At first, it was a breeze. We wound through misty-green coffee and corn fields 
covering the hillside like a patchwork quilt. But at a river crossing, we found a bridge washed 
away. The only way to con�nue would be to ford the river in our small bus. There were a few 
tense moments, but we decided to give it a try and, thankfully, we made it across safely.

This adventure reminds me of two important truths in Rotary. One, we rely on local, on-the-
ground exper�se to do what we do best. And two, some�mes you have to take uncomfortable 
chances to reach important goals.

Every day, I am honored to learn from our Rotary family. Every lesson is an opportunity to grow, 
and each story adds a chapter to our collec�ve Imagine Rotary year

RI PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
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DG’S MESSAGE

 THE IMAGINE ROTARY JOURNEY……. An 
account of the last 44,640 minutes

My Dear Rotarians,

In this last month of August, the minutes 
started coun�ng from 12.01am on the 1st and 
of the 525,600 minutes we have in the year, 
another 44,640 minutes had gone with new 
‘stories’ to tell. It has been a month of new 
experiences and mo�va�ng events.

DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S VISIT TO CLUBS
Due to many other engagements, sixteen clubs were visited in the month, clubs 
con�nued to execute bigger life changing projects, the most significant were the 
two projects executed by the two-year old RC Ikeja Alausa which are the 
refurbishment of a block of classrooms for voca�onal centre, equipped with 
twenty regular and industrial machines for clothes, shoesand bags with a show 
room for product display and sales, the second being the dona�on of an ICT 
centre equipped with 28 desktops. The club will also provide trainers for the 
two centres. Both projects were done at Olusosun Primary School, Oregun but 
the facili�es will also be for use of others within the community. 

The second significant community project by RC Ewutuntun was the one- 
month Voca�onal training of over 1000 youths in six areas of skill acquisi�on 
which held in partnership with Oshodi-Isolo Local Government. what made it 
significant was the inclusion of many physically challenged people whose lives 
were improved by the trainings.

MEMBERSHIP

August being the membership month was observed by several club by induc�ng 
at least a member. What is most significant is that clubs are now conscious of 
a�rac�ng very quality Rotarians who are very successful professionals and 
businessmen, we also had a handful of Rotaractors who became Rotarians. PP 
Niyi Adedokun of RC Ota had his son, Sanni Adedayo Adedokun inducted into 
RC Omole Golden.

• New Club Forma�on 
Two addi�onal clubs were chartered by Rotary Interna�onal. They are Rotary 
Club of New Oko-oba Metropolitan which was sponsored by RC Gowon Estate 
and chartered on 19th August 2022 with 25 members with PAG Ben Okhumale 
as the new club adviser and Rotary club of Adeniyi Jones, Ikeja, which was 
chartered on 22nd August with 25 members, sponsored by RC Abule-Egba 
Metro and has PP Jimmy Yenikan as the New Club Adviser.

• Membership a�rac�on
Membership as of 1st July 2022 was 4,436 and 4,727 as of 30th August 2022 
with a net gainof 291. Clubs con�nued to a�ract new members and we have 
clubs such as Ikeja GRA, Lekki Central, Ikeja Alausa Central, RC Mende Mid-Town 
adding minimum of 7 each to their membership.

• Membership Lead 
Rotary membership lead has been successfully used as a tool for adding 
members. 120 prospects were captured from RI The District Governor had a 
very interac�ve hybrid session with prospects who showed interest in joining 
Rotary and were referred to the District by Rotary Interna�onal. 50% of them 
have been linked with club presidents to invite for their 
fellowship.

• Membership Reten�on- Happy hour with the Governor- another koseleri 

ini�a�ve
This is strictly a session for the Governor and newly inducted Rotarians 
in every preceding month. It provides an opportunity to orientate the 
new Rotarians with the bid to ensure reten�on and engagement, take 
them on a tour of the District and its facili�es and formally welcome 
them to this Rotary. The maiden edi�on was held on Thursday 26th 
August. This event proved to be worth ini�a�ng as the avenue has 
provided the new members opportunity to ask ques�ons about rotary 
in our District and as an organiza�on.

• Annual District Membership Seminar
This held on Wednesday 19th August 2022 at Indices hotel, Abeokuta 
and was a�ended by 122 Rotarians with most of them from Lagos. I 
use this medium to appeal to Clubs and Rotarians from Ogun State to 
improve on this especially as the training has been domiciled in their 
home base. 

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION - Clubs and Rotarians have con�nued to 
support our Founda�on. A total of $271,355 contribu�on has been 
made so far from Annual Programs Fund, Endowment fund and 
PolioPlus and excluding outstanding payments to be made for the 
launch of Jenifer Jones’ pain�ng and membership of PolioPlus Society. I 
use this message to thank clubs and all 
Rotarians for rising up to the call for con�nuous support for TRF. 

• Approval of Global Grant applica�ons
The two Global grant applica�ons processed by the District in 2021-
2022 Rotary year have now been approved by The Rotary Founda�on, 
they are the $102,801 grant for equipping of the Prostrate Cancer 
project in Ogun State and the $148,240 grant to provide water, 
sanita�on facili�es and hygiene educa�on to 15 schools in Lagos and 
Ogun States.

Work will commence on both projects as soon as the grants are 
received. Congratula�ons to the Immediate Past District Governor, 
Remi Bello, FCA for these achievements and apprecia�on goes to RRFC, 
PDG Deinde Shoga and PDG Wale Ogunbadejo for joining hands to get 
the get the grants approved.

PUBLIC IMAGE

• D9110 Global Rotary Radio
This is to remind clubs and all Rotarians of the District 9110 Global 
Rotary Radio located in the refurbished media room at the Rotary 
Centre. The sta�on which started live transmissionsince July 1, 2022 
provides Rotary clubs the golden opportunity of global coverage of 
their ac�vi�es and projects. This is an ini�a�ve introduced to support 
clubs in their public image drive as well as publicize their club ac�vi�es 
and projects globally at a very affordable cost. You can also place your 
adverts on this sta�on. for all enquiries and bookings are PP Olalekan 
Otun (08033028090) and PP David Obadan (09096965159) or the 
studio on-air personality Belonwu Blessing (08035061925).

STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIPS

• GIC Motors
The District officially signed an MOU (Memorandum of Understanding), 
the first of its kind, with the management of CIG Motors Company 
Limited on Tuesday 24th August 2022. This is in line with Governor’s 
vision to develop strategic partnerships with organiza�ons for the 
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benefit of the District and Rotarians. This new rela�onship will see Rotarians, 
from District 9110, enjoying a five percent rebate on any car bought from 
the company and payment of commission to Rotary D9110/ PolioPlus on 
every car sold through contact or enquiry from 
their members or from Rotary as an organiza�on. 

YOUTH SERVICE

• Rotary Youth Leadership Academy (RYLA) August 2022
The age long Rotary Youth Leadership Award had the ‘Award’ changed by 
Rotary Interna�onal to ‘Academy’ effec�ve 1st July 2022. The 38th and 
Koseleri edi�on of Rotary Youth Leadership Academy has come and gone. It 
was indeed another first for it to have taken place during summer holiday. It 
was a well calculated and very reasonable devia�onfrom the norm. We 
needed not to withdraw students from school during session to a�end. 

We had many interna�onal students amongst the par�cipants. This very 
educa�ve and very colorful youth program held between 21st and 28th 
August as against the November/December/January period when the 
previous thirty-seven (37) edi�ons were held. 

Apart from following up on the rylarians and mo�va�ng them to be 
members of the Rotary family through interact and Rotaract membership, 
we are working with some strategic partners on different ways the 
outstanding Rylarians will be rewarded through exposure tolife changing and 
developmental programs in their organiza�ons.

FORMAL RELAUNCH OF WOMEN IN ROTARY (WIR)
Following the launch of Women in Rotary Interna�onal in June 2020, The 
District officially land glamorously launched the District’s WIR on Tuesday 
2nd August. The women are set to a�ract more women into rotary and 
increase female membership which is one of the goals of 
RI President Jennifer Jones and support the RI and District goals for 2022-
2023, WIR is not peculiar to District 9110. It is interna�onal and had earlier 
been formally in other Districts in Nigeria. WIR has begun series of mee�ngs 
as they plan to roll out their programs and 
humanitarian projects for the year. 

TRAININGS

• Zonal Mul�-Club Trainings (ZMCT)
As someone who finds herself in the posi�on of a trainer very o�en and in a 
some cases, a trainee, I do not underes�mate the value of training and 
retraining, That is why our Zonal Mul�-Club Trainings (ZMCT) have taken new 
dimension by incorpora�ng guest speakersdiscuss other value added issues 
beyond Rotary topics. At the Maiden edi�on of 2022 ZMCT, held at Dowen 
College Hall, Lekki, we had as guest speakers Dr. Ti�layo Leslie, and Dr 
Monisola Adanijo, a health and wellness Coach who spoke on ‘Balancing 
Work Life’.

• Special Training for Ac�on in Rotary (STAR)-Virtual Edi�on
A cursory look at a very large percentage of our Rotarians especially 
Presidents and members of rela�vely young clubs shows their limited 
knowledge about Rotary, its structure and opera�on and this to a large 
extent has contributed to loss of membership and decline in 
performance of club presidents. One of the District Governor’s goals for the 
year is to provide Rotarians with con�nuous Rotary educa�on in this ever -
evolving Rotary world. This was envisioned to be a virtual edi�on which is 
another novel idea in the District. STAR will hold on the first Saturday of each 
month between 8am-9.30am from the comfort of our homes. The maiden 
edi�on will hold on 3rd September 2022. Panel discussion will be on 
MEMBERSHIP. Thanks to the District Trainer, PAG Kamoru Omotosho for 

bringing up to speed this programme and se�ng the ball rolling. 

• Special Training for Club Trainers
This long overdue training which held on Saturday 20th August was 
well a�ended by club trainers. It was designed to equip them to 
train their club members effec�vely and efficiently.

AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS

• Monthly celebra�on of Clubs and Rotarians
Recogni�ons as I have severally emphasized is a monthly affair this 
Rotary year and those that deserve them will be widely announced 
to Rotarians. Deserving clubs and individuals who have done well 
enough to be recognized will appear on the August edi�on of the 
Governor’s Magazine, their names will be displayed on screen at 
the District entertaining lounge. 

• End of Rotary year Awards & Recogni�ons

I wish to impress it on club Presidents to go back and read the 
above document again which had since been sent out to clubs to 
sensi�ze them on how to plan and work as a team and in line with 
the vision and goals of Rotary Interna�onal and District 9110. Clubs 
are always very quick to disagree with District’s Recogni�ons & 
Awards commi�ee a�er awards presenta�ons without recourse to 
the marking scheme earlier provided. The marking scheme is open 
to all Rotarians. 

APPRECIATION

May I at this juncture appreciate Our Past and future District 
Governors, Assistant Governors, commi�ee Chairmen, Imagina�ve 
Presidents, Past Presidents and all Rotarians for your support so far. 
Many have been very suppor�ve morally and financially. As we 
con�nue to Imagine Rotary of Our Dream, I want to invite want to 
assure us that things can only get be�er with the wondrous support 
of you all.

MONTHLY ‘GOVERNOR SPEAKS’

Finally……. You are invited to join the Governor as she joins you all 
virtually for the next interac�ve session to hold on Friday, 2nd 
September at 1.00pm by when you would have read my message 
and be ready to bring to table your ideas and ques�ons.We need to 
remind ourselves that by 12.00 midnight of 1st September, we 
would have used 44,640 out of the 525, 600 minutes we have in the 
year to take ac�on. We have fewer minutes of 43,200 in September 
to convert to posi�ve ac�on.

Nonetheless, as we all con�nue to render service to our District and 
communi�es, things willget be�er with the con�nued and 
wondrous support of you all.

Thank you as we Imagine Rotary of Our Dream.

Omotunde Lawson, FCAI
Imagina�ve District Governor



MINUTES OF MEETING
MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF GBAGADA 
DISTRICT 9110 HELD ON AUGUST 31ST 2022 AT GOLF VIEW 
HOTEL IKEJA GRA LAGOS 

Mee�ng started at 7:23pm with the 

Rotary Grace PP by Basirat Giwa 
-Object of Rotary by PAG Tayo Adelaja 
-4 Way Test by Adedoyin Adedeji 

 PRESIDENT'S REMARK: 
President welcomed all members, friends and spouses to the 
we care night/CINC giving special recogni�on to IPDG Remi 
Bello, The - 
District Rotaract Representa�ve Abdullahi A Afolabi, our AG 
Prof Wasiu Babalola. The day is a joyous day and the end of 
the membership month. The membership month is where 
Rotarians go out to look for leaders and people doing good in 
the world and talk to them about Rotary.  

 RYLA TROPHY PRESENTATION 
The presenta�on of the RYLA trophy was done by the 
President and supported by the RYLA team to the club 
officially . 

 DG'S REMARK 
The DG was represented by our AG Prof Wasiu Babalola. He 
brought gree�ngs from the DG and the District. He 
congratulated Gbagada having been acknowledged as a 5star 
club on the RI website. He urged us to maintain and sustain 
this posi�on, he is proud of what the club has achieved. 

 GBAGADA WELCOME SONG: 
Gbagada welcome song led by AG Adenike Abdul-Azeez to 
welcome all our guest and friends. 

 ROLE OF SOCIAL MEDIA IN ROTARY & BUSINESS BY ROTN 
ARINZE ACHIME 
The guest speaker spoke on how digital marke�ng helps 
Rotary and also helps our business. The social media pla�orms 
have billions of subscribers who are available at our disposal. 
Digital Marke�ng is a also a component of marke�ng that uses 
digital pla�orms to promote sales and marke�ng. In 
membership development digital marke�ng can help clubs 
who can use a digital form on its website to engage and a�ract 
new members .
A presenta�on of an apprecia�on plague was giving to the 
guest speaker by our AG Prof Wasiu Babalola. 
 

 SERGENT AT ARM:  PAG Tayo Adelaja and was decorated 
by PDG Deinde Shoga 

 INTRODUCTION OF MEMBERS/GUEST: This was 
cordinated by PAG Lanre Kasim and Bamidele Ayodele 

 ROTARY IS GOOD BY THE DOYEN PDG ADENIJI RAJI: 
He welcomed members and guest to the CinC. Wishes all 
happiness and good health as he fellowships with us this 
Rotary physically for the first �me this Rotary year. He 
understands the situa�on in the country and around the 
world but Rotary gives hope, opportunity to serve and 
brings fun in our lives. He gave a brief history of RC 
Gbagada which was founded in 1984. He added that 
Rotary has 1.4 million members in over more than 200 
countries. Rotary brings individuals who believe in service 
above self and it makes life meaningful. 

 WE CARE NIGHT: 
The August celebrants cut their birthday cake cordinated 
by the Chair membership Rotn Niyi Adekunle. There was 
a presenta�on of pictures frames to PAG Lanre Kasim 
who celebrated his 70th birthday and PP Akinwale 
Odutola who also celebrated his 50th birthday. 

 AOB : 
IPDG Remi Bello appreciates the club for its support 
during his year as the DG. Special thank you to the club 
leaders and all members of RC Gbagada 

The District Rotaract Representa�ve Abdullahi A Afolabi, 
shows apprecia�on to the club for its support during his 
installa�on.  PAG Lanre Kasim was given an apprecia�on 
award for his humanitarian service to Rotaract. 

 SAA : Total SAA collec�on for the day stood 300,000 

 TOAST was by PP PDG Kola Sodipo 

 NATIONAL ANTHEM: 
The mee�ng ended at 9:22PM with members reci�ng the 
Na�onal Anthem. 

Priscilla Dikko 
Club Secretary 
2022/2023
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PERSONALITY INTERVIEW

PP Tayo Opanubi is a Rotarian with unique personality and quality. He is another of those a�rac�ng forces that make RC Gbagada 
the envy of all.

In this Chat with Gbagada Express, the weekly bulle�n of Rotary Club of Gbagada, PP Tayo Opanubi took us into Rotary world from his 
perspec�ves. 

Excerpts.
 Gbagada Express : Can we meet you Sir?
I am Rotarian Tayo Opanubi. A member of RC of Gbagada D9110. A Major Donor and Paul Harris Society Member and an aspiring Arch 
Klumph Society Member.
I joined Rotary family in 1987 as a member of Rotaract club of Somolu D9110 and rose to become the President in 1991. Due to 
classifica�on challenge in 1991, I relocated to Port Harcourt to pursue career with Shell Nigeria. Being in Shell made me to forget 
Rotary for so many years. 

By providence, I returned to Rotary family as a Rotarian in 2012 when I joined Rotary Club of Port Harcourt D9140. In 2014, I joined 
Rotary Club of Port Harcourt Airfield D9140 as Charter member and was the 1st Rotary Founda�on Director. In the same year 2014, I 
supported the club to win the best club in the District winning many awards including the 2nd highest dona�on to Rotary Founda�on, 

a big feat for a one year old club.

I was elected the Vice President of the Rotary Club of Port Harcourt Airfield for Rotary year 2015-2016 and was the chairman of the Installa�on Commi�ee for that Rotary year. 
In 2016-17 Rotary year, I became President Elect and effec�vely support the club to win the best club in the district D9140.

I became the President of the Rotary Club of Airfield for the Rotary year 2017-2018 and led the club to receive many awards including best club in water and sanita�on area of 
focus. I led the club to receive award for club with highest contribu�on to Polio fund in Africa for that Rotary year. I also served at the district level as Chairman, Cle� Lip and 
Palate Surgery Project 
By providence following my re�rement from Shell Nigeria, I relocated to Lagos in 2018 a�er serving out my term as President. Since I am a Rotarian by heart, I joined Rotary 
club of Gbagada D9110 in 2018 and my Rotary journey con�nues
Once again, I am Tayo Opanubi, a Chris�an and by virtue, A knight of St. Christopher, Jus�ce of Peace and a community chief
By profession, I am an Engineer and by passion an Educa�onist and by heart a Rotarian.

I am a 1985 Mechanical Engineering Graduate of the University of Ilorin, Ilorin Kwara State. I am also holder of Master of Business Administra�on MBA from University of 
Chichester, Chichester UK.

I have had extensive working career as an engineer with Shell Nigeria with work opportuni�es and assignments in 
various part of world between 1991 and 2017. In 2017, I re�red from Shell Nigeria.
In 2017, I set up a consultancy firm providing technical and management services to many oil and gas companies helping 
them with my experience of many years.

In pursuit of my passion for educa�on and also to channel some of my key learnings and experience, my wife and I built a 
school of enviable standard (www.omotayoschools.com).

I am married to my bosom friend Chief Mrs Sarah Opanubi and we are blessed with three children. A humble family from 
Ijebuland of Ikenne Remo Ogun State.
In my spare �me, I love to listen to local tradi�onal music, love dancing and love reading about History.

Gbagada Express 
As an experienced Rotarian, can you take our readers into the Rotary world?

This is a good ques�on. Rotary world means different things to different people. 
For some people, rotary world means fun and what they can get from the organisa�on be it networking, connec�ons, 
social interac�ons, etc. 

For some people, it is what they can bring into the organisa�on without coun�ng their losses- givings, service to others, 
and service above self, etc.

We need everybody to keep the wheel of Rotary moving. We are all part of the ligaments forming Rotary. We need to 
encourage one another. For me, my Rotary world is what I can bring into the organisa�on.
Rotary is Good. Rotary world has afforded me to meet people of diverse backgrounds and knowledge. Rotary world has 

afforded me the opportunity to offer help to world of people that would never be able to say thank you to me. This is where I get my most sa�sfac�on. I recall with most 
happiness while as a Rotractor in 1991, we delivered polio vaccine to Somolu local Government from our meager fund at that �me. Also, I recalled when I led my club members 
to deliver relief materials from Port Harcourt to vic�ms of River Benue Overflow in Benue state. I remember when we built a market stalls for women in remote area in ikwerre 
land Rivers state. 
Each �me, I paid money into Rotary Founda�on, I am always extremely happy because my money is being used to change the world for be�er and to people I do know and 
would never know.

I am very proud of our contribu�on to the near eradica�on of polio from the surface of the world. A major feat that the whole world is achieving through Rotary interna�onal 
involvement. This is the second �me in the world history that this is being achieved.
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PERSONALITY INTERVIEW
I am happy to be part of Rotary world. When you look at the polio world map prior to 1985 and compare it to the polio world map today then you would appreciate 
Rotary more. Polio do�ed points have all disappeared leaving only two do�ed points (Pakistan and Afghanistan). It is ques�on of �me, those two do�ed points would be 
erased.

Gbagada Express 
Rotary has monthly theme that depicts the area of focus for each month; for September, it is "Basic Educa�on and 
Literacy Month"; can you enlighten Rotarians on the significant of this theme for September?
Yes. This month is for Basic Educa�on and Literacy month. 
For me, it is a mixed feeling as the level of illiteracy in Nigeria is increasing at the alarming rate (35% of adult 
popula�ons are illiterates) and presently Nigeria is rated one of countries with highest numbers of illiterates in the 
world .

I believe Rotary can help and we should indeed help and be part of the solu�on.
Recall our Goal on Basic Educa�on and Literacy
“Rotary Goal is to strengthen the capacity of communi�es to support basic educa�on and literacy, reduce gender 
disparity in educa�on and increase adult literacy. Rotary supports educa�on for all children and literacy for children 
and adults. “

Let me suggest the following areas where we can help
1.Advocacy and awareness of the state of illiteracy in Nigeria. Let us create awareness on the state of literacy in 
Nigeria. Let us add on the basic stuff (buy books/bags, guidance and counseling, library, etc) we are doing at the 
moment. Emphasize on the correla�on between popula�on and literacy level and the need to take correc�ve 
ac�ons now. Let us also focus on women educa�on as a game changer
2.Examina�on Malprac�ces – This is a case of illiteracy transla�ng to literacy, assuming the person has acquired 
literacy but s�ll an illiterate. Examina�on malprac�ce is ea�ng the fabric of our value system. Let us create public 
awareness of this danger for the present and future genera�on. Let us target educators and school owners and 
even parents.
3.Adult Literacy – Let us fight adult illiteracy through with the locals and the Government to offer community 

literacy programme. We are already working on this and are signature programme of some Rotary clubs in D9110. We need to target our house staff, okada riders and 
migrant/displaced persons from the north to a�end this programme.
“ When you teach somebody how to read and write, they have that for a life�me, it ripples through the community one by one. Mark Wilson, Rotary Club Members. “
4.Educa�ng Refugees – Refugee problem is a huge problem in Nigeria and it cuts across all the geographical zones in Nigeria. IDP camps in Borno, Benue, Cross Rivers, 
Rivers, etc. It is alarming that we have genera�on of Nigerians  that have not been to schools before adulthood. We need to collaborate with other organisa�ons to 
provide educa�on to this class of Nigerians. The effort of Margee Ensign (University President of American University of Nigeria, Yola) is highly commendable in this area 
of educa�ng Refugees. In 2014, she and Rotary club members ran Educa�ng / Feeding programme for about 400,000 Refugees in Yola at the risk of her life.
5.Rotary Scholarship – Let us con�nue to invest in the future by giving scholarship to students who have the poten�als to change our communi�es. One brilliant student 
can change the life of other 100 students.
6.School4Freedom – Modern slavery is real and it is s�ll going as we speak now. 46million people are in slavery today all over the world. Slaveries are in many forms – 
Debt Slavery, House staffing with no support, self-imposed slavery (Libya Bound), Commercial sex ring, Mafia connec�ons, etc. Let us join Rotary Ac�on Group Against 
Slavery who has a strategy for figh�ng modern slavery that’s working at the local level.
Posers Are there help we can offer to the Libya returnees? Is there anything we can do to educate those youths from embarking on such trips? Can we even invite some 
of the Libya returnees to come and share their experience for our learnings and possible iden�fy areas of support? 
7.Teachers training and coaching – For me, this is one area of neglect. We always remember the students but not their teachers. We need to support teachers training 
and have a mentoring and coaching programme for them.
As Rotary members, I believe we should con�nue to do our best to change the communi�es. Li�le we do today will blossom tomorrow. We can also latch on our Rotary 
Founda�on through Grants to achieve some of the things that I have said. Rotary Founda�on supports educa�on through scholarship, dona�ons and service projects 
around the world.

Gbagada Express
As a top Rotarian of many years experience, what are the metamorphoses or evolu�on you observe between Rotary of then and now?

Rotary as an organiza�on has evolved and is s�ll evolving. The good thing about Rotary is that they change with �me and at the request of its members through Council 
on Legisla�on (CoL).
As a Rotractor in those days, the Rotarians were indeed far from Rotractors and we saw them as Lord Minor. I cannot recall going for the Rotarian Rotary mee�ng. One or 
two Rotarians come to our mee�ng to give instruc�on to us. This has changed now as Rotarians and Rotractors work together as members of one family. 

Gbagada Express
What is your general comment about Rotary Club of Gbagada?
I have huge impression about Rotary Club of Gbagada. The club is always be�er than the best and members are passionate about their club. It is almost like a cult 
following. I salute those who have worked so hard to build the club over the years. The club has done so much to contribute to District 9110 from all their ac�vi�es in 
Rotary Areas of Focus.
When I returned to Lagos in 2018 and was looking for club to join to con�nue my rotary journey, it was obvious that I would join the club. The club has so many 
similari�es with my former club in Port Harcourt with the spirit of wan�ng to be the best all the �me.
I have not regre�ed my decision to join the club. Thank you
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