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PDG Kola Sodipo belongs to 
the league of Pillars that 
uphold what Rotary Club of 
Gbagada lean on, from the 
background of experience 
and resourcefulness.

In this Chat with Gbagada 
Express, the weekly 
bulle�n of Rotary Club of 
Gbagada, PDG Kola Sodipo 
was a delight to listen to. 

Excerpts.

 Gbagada Express : Can we meet you Sir?

Kola is a 1983 Pharmacy graduate of University of Ife, Ile Ife and 
an MBA degree holder from the University of Ibadan.

He had undergone extensive training in Marke�ng, Branding, 
Territory/ Time Management, Consumer Behaviour and 
Managing Volunteers.

Between 1983 and 1997, Kola worked variously with the Lagos 
State Government of Nigeria, Pfizer Products PLC and Neimeth 
Interna�onal Pharmaceu�cals, Lagos, rising to become the 
Marke�ng Mamanger.

He le� Neimeth in 1998 to become the pioneer Business 
Development Manager of Smith & Nephew PLC in Nigeria, and 
later worked in BSN Medical PLC, as Regional Manager of the 
company for Anglophone West Africa.

He is CEO of ELLYTOM Consul�ng Limited and ELLYTOM 
Pharmacy.

He is also an Execu�ve Director of Gray Pharmaceu�cal Ltd - a 
Medical Device/ Consumable impor�ng and marke�ng 
company.

Rotary Life
Kola joined Rotary Club of Gbagada in 1999 and has served 
Rotary in various capaci�es - as Club President, Vice Chairman 
District Governor Installa�on Commi�ee, Vice Chairman Group 
Study Exchange Commi�ee, District Secretary, Assistant 
Governor for 3years, District Training Assembly Coordinator, 
Chairman District RYLA Commi�ee, Chairman District 
Conference Commi�ee and Chairman District Youth Service 
Commi�ee, among others.
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He served Rotary Interna�onal as the District Governor of 
District 9110 in the 2018 – 19 Rotary year, with the theme – 
BE THE INSPIRATION and currently the District Rotary 
Founda�on Commi�ee Chairman, District 9110

Kola is married to Adenike, a member and Past President of 
the Inner Wheel Club of Gbagada and Past District Secretary 
of Inner Wheel District 911 Nigeria.

The marriage is blessed with three children.

In his spare �mes, Kola loves travelling, wri�ng, reading and 
listening to Music.

Gbagada Express 

As a Past District Governor, can you take our readers into the 
Rotary world?

Rotary is a non – for - profit organiza�on of business and 
professional leaders that pride self in serving humanity 
without coun�ng costs.

Rotary has presence in over 200 countries and geographical 
regions of the world, with 529 Interna�onal Districts and 
46,000+ Rotary clubs, in which Rotary club of Gbagada is 
one.

All Rotary clubs are members of the Rotary Interna�onal.

Rotary as a membership organiza�on, draws her member-
ship through invita�on to diverse, men and women of 
goodwill and passion, young and old, and funds her ac�vi�es 
and programs through dona�ons and benevolence of 
Rotarians and friends/ family of Rotarians and guests of 
Rotary.

Rotary’s charitable arm – The Rotary Founda�on - enables 
Rotarians execute impac�ul and enduring humanitarian and 
educa�onal projects in seven areas of focus that bothers on 
human existence and sustenance, within the immediate 
communi�es and across the globe.

Rotary is indeed an organiza�on that con�nue to do good in 
the world!

Gbagada Express 

Rotary has monthly theme that depicts the area of focus for 
each month; for August it is "Membership and Extension"; 
can you enlighten Rotarians on the significant of this theme 



9

for August?

As I men�oned earlier, Rotary is a membership - based 
organiza�on and that is why every Rotary year, all Rotary 
Interna�onal Presidents, District Governors and indeed 
all Rotary leaders across the globe emphasize the 
importance of bringing in more members into the fold.

Therefore, the month of August is of great significance in 
the Rotary calendar, to enable all put extra effort and 
focus on GROWING our numbers as an organiza�on.

However, that does not mean we should go to sleep a�er 
the month of August.

Indeed, bringing in members into Rotary should be a 
daily affair for all because the work of Rotary is much but 
the workers in the vineyard of service to humanity are 
s�ll few, rela�vely.

Gbagada Express 

As a top Rotarian of many years experience, what are the 
metamorphosis or evolu�on you observed between 
Rotary of then and now?

Rotary as an organiza�on con�nue to evolve!

From the li�le beginning in 1905 with 4 members, all 
male organiza�on, it has grown to be a diversed - 
organiza�on of men and women, young and old, with 
varying cultures and with presence in well over 200 
countries and geographical regions of the world.

It has also evolved in terms of ability to execute 
impac�ul las�ng projects that address various human 
needs across the globe.

Rotary con�nue to take on tasking challenges and see 
such through to a logical conclusion.

One of such is the journey through the total eradica�on 
of Polio from the surface of the earth and Rotary is 
99.9% close to finishing the job, with just two countries 
Pakistan and Afghanistan being on the front burner.

Gbagada Express 

What is your general comment about Rotary Club of 
Gbagada?

Rotary club of Gbagada has come a long way!

It has managed to remain a reference and a leading club in 
our District 9110.
We must commend our founding fathers ably led by the late 
Otunba Gabriel Adenuga - Taiwo. He galvanized the charter 
members and the succeeding genera�on of members to see 
to the sustenance of an enduring legacy.

We must also appreciate our Charter members that are s�ll 
very much around and con�nue to show great interests in 
what happens to the club.

It takes sheer dedica�on and commitment to serving 
humanity to remain so and be so commi�ed to so do.

When I joined the club in 1999, it is either you are in to 
observe and follow the rules rigidly as it were or you are 
excused or you excuse yourself.

Strict a�endance of fellowship mee�ngs or make ups; 
strictly formal dressing; lively half hour fellowship before 
mee�ngs; almost faultless planning for any event – projects 
or ac�vi�es; memorable BOYZ NITE; inter district/ interstate 
friendship exchange visits; one in a conference Gbagada nite 
at District Conferences, and so on.

All these exploits certainly paid off and enable the club to 
serve our communi�es effec�vely and also enabled the club 
to win laurels at the district level; not forge�ng the rare 
privilege of having produced 4 District Governors + 1 – A feat 
matched only by Rotary club of Ikeja of those days and 
Rotary club of Agege in recent years. 

Yes, the exigencies of our �me, changing work place 
dynamics and economic downturn has led to we as a club, to 
water down some of these ac�vi�es.

With a membership strength of over 120 and func�onal 
membership of 80 or thereabout, we certainly need to 
retool, rework, refocus and innovate to remain relevant as a 
leading club that all see us to be in our District 9110.

The innova�on Commi�ee report recently put together may 
be a star�ng point!

Thank you
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